Paris, 15 April 2021

PRESS RELEASE

In October 2019, the IGN FI - BRLi consortium was awarded the regional contract to assess
hazards, vulnerabilities and risks in the Member States of the Commission of the Economic
Community of Central African States (ECCAS). This is the international organisation for the
economic, social and cultural development of the following Member States: Angola, Burundi,
Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Chad, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Equatorial
Guinea, Gabon, the Republic of the Congo, Rwanda and Sao Tomé and Principe.
Financed by the European Union within the framework of the ACP-EU programme to strengthen
resilience to natural hazards in ECCAS, and managed by the World Bank’s Global Facility for
Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR), this project involved organising a regional workshop
held by videoconference on 29 and 30 March 2021. The workshop marks the end of the project.

Held over two half-days, the regional workshop to approve the Cartography of Natural Risks in
ECCAS Member States took place on 29 and 30 March 2021 by videoconference, in view of the
COVID-19 health situation.
Dr Honoré Tabuna, Commissioner for the Environment, Natural Resources, Agriculture and
Rural Development, spoke on behalf of His Excellency Ambassador Gilberto Da Piedade
Verissimo, President of the Commission of the Economic Community of Central African States
(ECCAS). In his opening address, he highlighted how demographic pressure, unplanned
urbanisation, loss of biodiversity, climate change and degradation of soil and ecosystems were
having a heavy impact on the daily lives of the 182 million people living in the 11 Member
States of central Africa. Since 1970, sub-Saharan Africa has experienced over 2,000 disasters,
just under half of them in the last decade. The most frequent disasters in sub-Saharan Africa
include floods, droughts, cyclones, earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, coastal erosion
and epidemics.
Introducing the first day, team leader Gilles Martin outlined the project’s aims and challenges.
Experts from IGN FI and BRLi then presented the methodologies used in their respective areas
of expertise to assess hazards, vulnerabilities and risks. These included creating hydrological
and hydraulic models, assessing geotechnical hazards, using climate data and studying coastal
flooding and coastal erosion risks.
The second day consisted in presenting and approving the various project deliverables,
including the ECCAS Risk Atlas produced as part of the project. This atlas outlines risks at
two different levels: firstly, it presents the major hazard types and their geographical
distribution in ECCAS (river flooding risks, geotechnical risks, climate risks and risks specific to
coastal areas); secondly, it includes a focus on the main cities in the area and their specific
risks.

Camille Pinet, project manager at IGN FI, says: ‘We have ensured that the results are as clear
as possible and can be used by all types of user, from experts and technicians to decisionmakers, including the general public.’
In addition to the atlas, all of the data collected and produced as part of the project has been
organised into a database and made available to ECCAS, so that it can be used in the future by
the experts responsible for continuing the work.
Marie-Christine Germain, project director at BRLi, says: ‘this unique knowledge base will enable
all Member States to improve their knowledge of risk in accordance with the specific features
of each region and therefore to create regional or national strategies in the areas with the
highest risk exposure. In particularly sensitive areas, detailed specific actions can be developed
to reduce risk, injury to persons and damage to property’.
As Semingar Ngaryamngaye, Regional Coordinator in Disaster Risk Management and Climate
Change Adaptation (DRM/CCA), points out, this project is not an end in itself. The study is a
step along the way and is not sufficient for the creation of Risk Prevention Plans (RPPs). The
atlas is therefore the initial basis for a structure summarising the knowledge needed for risk
prevention, which must be based upstream on education and must form an integral part of the
sustainable management of areas prone to significant socioeconomic and environmental
change.
At the end of the workshop, the participants confirmed that it had been interesting and drew
attention to the importance of training and knowledge transfer to national teams so that the
data can be used and regularly updated.
The workshop gave participants the chance to comment on the content of the atlas and provide
additional regional or local information.
This additional information, submitted at the workshop and during the days just before and
after it, constitutes a valuable contribution to the project’s deliverables and will be included in
the project before the final version is published.
Once it has been approved, the atlas will be delivered to ECCAS in digital format and in hard
copy.
In total there were over 40 participants in the discussions (DRR [disaster risk reduction] focal
points in the Member States, representatives and experts, and authorities and institutions
responsible for disaster risk management).
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About ECCAS
The Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) mobilises all of its resources and
energy to make Central Africa a region of peace, prosperity and solidarity based on a unified
economic and political space within which each citizen can move freely, thereby ensuring
sustainable and balanced development.
The ECCAS Commission, for its part, covers all of the activities of public institutions, private
companies, civil society and the populations of the region in an integrative dynamic perspective
based on five pillars: peace and security; common market; environment and natural resources;
land use planning and infrastructure; gender and human development.
Created in October 1983, ECCAS acquired the status of Commission in December 2019 in order
to implement its activities with greater efficiency in the face of the region’s challenges and thus
meet the hopes of a very young population that sees the success of its future in regional
integration.

https://ceeac-eccas.org/
About IGN FI
Part of the GEOFIT Group for its international projects and the technical operator for the export
of IGN France, IGN FI is a major global player in geomatics. IGN FI uses its expertise in geodesy,
metrology, cartography/national spatial data infrastructure, databases, geographic information
systems, portals, etc. in many sectors. These include land planning, land administration, natural
resource management, agriculture, risk management and defence. 100% active in export, it
specialises in setting up geomatic projects. It has run a large number of projects in Africa.

www.ignfi.com
About BRLi
BRL Ingénierie is a subsidiary of the BRL Group, founded in 1955, which manages, under
concession, a large hydraulic network for the Occitania Region comprising canals, dams,
pumping stations and treatment plants and providing nearly 1 million people with water.
BRLi is a consultancy firm specialising in areas relating to water, the environment and land use
planning. It operates in France and over 80 other countries on behalf of local communities and
authorities and major international donors. It deploys its multidisciplinary expertise in projects
seeking to meet the considerable challenges of climate change adaptation, food security,
demographic change and the ecological transition.

https://brli.brl.fr/en/
About the ACP-EU programme
In 2015, the European Union and the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States established
an intra-ACP cooperation programme entitled Building Disaster Resilience to Natural Hazards
in Sub-Saharan African Regions, Countries and Communities. The programme consists of five
Result Areas, which are implemented by several partners and together make up a complete
cycle of disaster risk management and capacity building measures.
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Result Area 2, known more simply as ‘R2’, is one of two Result Areas managed by the World
Bank/GFDRR (the other being Result Area 5). The specific objective of Result 2 is to strengthen
and accelerate the effective implementation of a comprehensive African disaster risk reduction
(DRR) and disaster risk management (DRM) framework at regional level.

https://www.gfdrr.org/en/result-area-2
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